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Mailing Address: 

PO Box 144 

Perkasie, PA 18944 

 

Phone: 

1-888-549-8824 

 

Email: 

crha.board@gmail.com 

 

Website: 

http://crha.weebly.c

om/ 

 

Board Members: 

 

Tom Welch, President 

David Manion, Vice-

President 

Heather Baranowski,  

Secretary 

Jon Faucette, 

Treasurer 

Jeff Coleman, 

Alternate 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fall Happenings in Country Roads 
 

Fall Quarterly Board Meeting: 

The fall quarterly CRHA meeting will be 

held on Wednesday, September 21
st
 at 7:30pm 

in the Hilltown Municipal building on 

Creamery Road. 

 

Fall Yard Sale: 

Our annual fall yard sale will be held on 

Saturday, September 24
th
 from 8am to 1pm. 

 

Rules and Regulations 

Please keep an eye out for a possible 

update to the CRHA Rules and Regulations 

regarding roofing requirements and 

materials. 

 

Thank you 

The CRHA Board would like to warmly thank 

previous board members, Ron Herring and 

Terri Kolodziejski for their service to the 

community. 

CRHA’s 2011 Oktoberfest 

 

It is time once again to think about 

Country Roads‟ Oktoberfest.  Last year, 

Paul Della Croce organized and funded the 

entire event.  We are looking for 

volunteers to help out with all aspects for 

this year.  Please contact CRHA via email. 

mailto:crha.board@gmail.com
http://crha.weebly.com/
http://crha.weebly.com/
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Reminders 

 

Front lamp posts 

Please remember to replace your bulbs as they burn out, for your own 

safety as well as your neighbors. 

 

Architectural Review 

Please be sure any architectural changes you plan to make are 

approved by the architectural board.  Applications can be found on 

the CRHA website: http://crha.weebly.com/ 

 

Waste Removal Vendors 

Several homeowners in the development have recently switched to new 

waste removal companies and have saved nearly 50 percent on their 

quarterly bills.  You may either switch or negotiate new contracts 

with your current vendors.  Those available include: 

 Whitetail 

 Chesmont 

 G&G 

 Allied Waste 

 Waste Management 

 

Home Repair or Maintenance Vendors 

"Tradesman" signs may be placed on the homeowner's property or lawn 

within seven (7) days prior to the commencement of work on the home 

and must be removed permanently seven (7) days after the completion 

of the work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

Welcome autumn! 

http://crha.weebly.com/
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To:  Homeowners 

 

From:   CRHA Board of Directors 

 

Date:  August 2011 

 

Subject: General Issues & Reminders 

 

In order to maintain the property values in our community, there are 

some issues that need attention by homeowners. We have listed these 

issues below and would appreciate any input from homeowners. We feel 

that as our community ages, we need to be conscientious of our own 

responsibilities. The housing market is certainly going through a 

difficult economic period and we all need to maintain our properties 

to showcase our community. Please remember the board is a volunteer 

group and we could use help in getting all of our neighbors to keep 

their properties in good condition. 

We have contacted Hilltown Township about trimming trees between our 

sidewalks and the roads. The township has responded and will do the 

tree trimming in the fall. We have arranged to have trees near our 

entrance, in the open space trimmed in the next few weeks. The weeds 

covering the stone path in the open space have been treated.  

 

1. Unpaid 2011 assessments which were due by May 31, 2011 

2. Unkempt landscaping & gardens overgrown with weeds 

3. Damaged shutters in disrepair 

4. Damaged roofs in disrepair 

5. Damaged or detached siding that will get worse in a wind storm 

6. Follow parking regulations including: 

a. Parking on the proper side of the street 

b. Parking at least 30 feet from intersections and stop signs 

c. Not parking in front of homeowner mailboxes at times when 

mail will be delivered 

7.  Speeding on our roads 

a. A child was nearly hit on Country Road earlier this summer 

b. If you notice repeat offenders call the Hilltown Township 

Police at: 

1. Non-Emergency Calls (Bucks County Radio): (215) 

453-6011 

2. Police Department Office Phone Number: (215) 453-

6000 (Follow Prompts) 

3. Anonymous Tip Line: (267) 517-9119 
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7 neighborhood threats to your home's value 
Who — or what — is next door can affect how much people will pay for 

your home. 

By Brian O'Connell of MainStreet 

Click to enlarge picture 

Bad neighbors can be a serious problem, according to the Appraisal 

Institute. An unkempt yard, proximity to a sex offender or having 

certain commercial facilities nearby, such as a power plant or funeral 

home, can reduce the value of surrounding homes by as much as 15%. 

 

“The impact can vary tremendously, depending on a few factors: how 

„bad‟ the bad neighbor is, the kind of neighborhood you‟re located in 

and the type of market that exists,” says Carlos Gobel, director of 

residential services at Integra Realty Resources in Miami. 

 

But what exactly is a “bad” neighbor? Definitions vary, but real-

estate professionals say it boils down to any home or business that 

turns people off. 

 

“A bad neighbor is one that has no consideration for the rest of the 

community,” says Mindy Pordes, co-founder of Pordes Residential Sales 

& Marketing in Aventura, Fla. “For example, someone who doesn't take 

care of the outside appearance of the home, such as the gardening, 

painting of the outside of the home, roof, garbage and general upkeep. 

In addition, a bad neighbor may have constant visitors taking up 

parking spaces, perhaps on the street, loud house parties, dogs that 

bark all night or stray cats lingering around.” 

 

A “bad” neighbor can also be a business or government enterprise whose 

very existence drives down the value of your property. Here are seven 

surprising neighbors that can reduce your home‟s value: 

 

Power plants: The data are fairly clear on the impact of a power plant 

on nearby home values — it usually hurts them. A study (PDF) from the 

University of California at Berkeley shows that home values within two 

miles of a power plant can be decreased between 4% and 7%. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mainstreet.com/?cm_ven=msmsnp
http://realestate.msn.com/photopopup.aspx?cp-documentid=28991927&mediaid=c5fd8fca326e4319b726a083bac3bd27
http://realestate.msn.com/photopopup.aspx?cp-documentid=28991927&mediaid=c5fd8fca326e4319b726a083bac3bd27
http://faculty.haas.berkeley.edu/ldavis/pp.pdf
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Landfills: A study (PDF) from the Pima County, Ariz., assessor‟s 

office shows that a subdivision near a landfill loses 6% to 10% in 

value compared with a subdivision that isn‟t near a landfill — all 

other residential factors being equal, including house size, school 

quality and residential incomes. 

Robert A. Simons, an urban planning professor at Cleveland State 

University, says that if you live within two miles of a Superfund site 

— a landfill that the government designates as a hazardous-waste site 

— your home‟s value could decline by up to 15%. 

 

Sex offenders: Living near a registered sex offender is one of the 

biggest downward drivers of home values. Researchers at Longwood 

University in Farmville, Va., concluded that the closer you live to a 

sex offender, the more your home will depreciate. In the paper, 

"Estimating the Effect of Crime Risk on Property Values and Time on 

Market: Evidence from Megan's Law in Virginia," Longwood researchers 

say, “The presence of a registered sex offender living within one-

tenth of a mile reduces home values by about 9%, and these same homes 

take as much as 10% longer to sell than homes not located near 

registered sex offenders.” 

 

Delinquent bill payers: One surprising way neighbors can bring down 

the value of surrounding homes, especially in town home or condo 

communities, is by not paying their maintenance fees or mortgages. 

“Bad neighbors bring values down by not paying their maintenance fees, 

in some cases their mortgage payments, and not maintaining the home's 

appearance,” Pordes says. “These homeowners usually do not care about 

real-estate values.” 

 

Foreclosed homes: Perhaps the biggest single factor that drives nearby 

home values down is a foreclosure. A recent study by the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology concludes that the value of homes within 250 

feet of a foreclosed property will decrease by 1% per foreclosure, on 

average. Federal Reserve Governor Joseph Tracy said recently in his 

economic outlook for 2011: “The growing inventory of defaulted 

mortgages continues to weigh down any recovery in the housing market … 

Problems in housing markets can impact economic growth.” 

 

Lackluster landscaping: Studies show that lawn care has a big impact 

on surrounding home values. Virginia Tech University released a 

report stating that pristine landscaping can jack up the value of a 

home by 5% to 11%. 

 

Closed schools: Sometimes, neighborhood problems can stem from local 

government action. For example, if a cash-strapped city or town closes 

a neighborhood school, that can easily steer home values south. The 

National Association of Realtors says 75% of home shoppers say the 

quality and availability of schools in the neighborhood is either 

“somewhat important” or “very important.” 

 

So can you fight back against problem neighbors? In the case of a 

landfill, power plant or sex offender, your options are severely 

limited. As long as your neighbors are following the letter of the 

law, you‟ll just have to grin and bear it — or move. If not, you have 

every right to petition your local government authorities for a 

grievance and at least get the matter reviewed.  

http://www.pima.gov/Administration/Marana/Impact%20of%20the%20Economic%20Obsolescence%20Imposed%20by%20Landfills%20on%20Residential%20Property%20Values.pdf
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=953692
http://www.longwood.edu/2010releases_26711.htm
http://www.wickedlocal.com/arlington/news/lifestyle/x675833803/Home-Help-Healthy-lawns-make-happy-neighbors#axzz1KlO4KCLP
http://www.wickedlocal.com/arlington/news/lifestyle/x675833803/Home-Help-Healthy-lawns-make-happy-neighbors#axzz1KlO4KCLP
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If it‟s a residential property causing the problem, however, you might 

have better options. 

 

For starters, you can leave a polite letter in the offending 

homeowner‟s mailbox to get his attention. In addition, Pordes says 

that if the home is within a homeowners association or condo 

association, the association can send letters to the homeowner and 

deny him community privileges to encourage him to comply with the 

community rules and maintain home values. 

 

Most cities and towns have ordinances against messy yards and junk-

laden driveways, so check your community‟s rules and regulations to 

see what applies. 

Unfortunately, many cities and towns also have landfills, power plants 

and other less-than-desirable commercial-sized neighbors. 

 

Most likely, you‟re just going to have to live with them. 

 

Become a fan of MSN Real Estate on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/msnrealestate
http://twitter.com/msnrealestate

